Dear Minister Deveaux,
It has come to my attention that my letter to the editor, of August 4th 2011, and published in the Tribune newspaper may be perceived to be overly aggressive or politically charged. I humbly apologize for any negative connotations you may have taken from the letter. I do respect the actions that your government has taken over the past years to protect the environment and support the proper management thereof. 

Based on our previous discussions, I do see you as both level-headed and forward thinking. These characteristics are necessary to the protection of the environment of the Bahamas and I would never seek to malign your progress or your work. As you have encouraged me previously to continue my diligent work for the environment, I will. I hope that this issue does not sour our relationship in the future. I will be more circumspect in the future, to avoid ambiguity in my writing and also to communicate via less controversial means whenever possible.

I sincerely appreciate the opportunity to make amends to you by providing evidence of damages to the environment and fisheries, through the use of seismic survey equipment by means of the attached literature. As you know, the general lack of baseline data for the Bahamas is an issue we continue to grapple with. Therefore the literature provides a sound theoretical base for the statement, “damage…that has already begun”, though hard scientific data can not be collected after the fact.

With regard to anti-corruption laws and efforts in the Bahamas, I have also attached a broad list of oil related conventions, treaties, legislation and regulations that control petroleum production and harvesting around the world. Most of these regulations are geared toward environmental protection and protection of human lives and livelihoods outside the petroleum industry. I feel the only way the hydrocarbon resource harvesting activities and entities can be controlled is by ensuring local people and traditional industries are protected first.
Thank you again for both reading my letter and giving me an opportunity to respond to your concerns. If you have further concerns or questions regarding my original letter, or the attached documents, please feel free to contact me.
Sincerely,

Ancilleno Davis

